Subcutaneous Fungal Infection Caused by a Non-sporulating Strain of Corynespora cassiicola Successfully Treated with Terbinafine.
Corynespora cassiicola is a common plant pathogen, but C. cassiicola infection in human hosts is extremely rare. In this report, we present an 84-year-old male with long-term use of inhaled corticosteroids who developed a subcutaneous infection caused by C. cassiicola. The organism was isolated from both wound culture and biopsy specimen from the skin lesion. However, no microscopic diagnostic characters could be obtained because the isolates failed to sporulate on different culture media. Molecular diagnosis by amplification and sequencing of the internal transcribed spacer regions of ribosomal DNA was performed, and the sequences of the isolates were identical to those of C. cassiicola. The patient was treated successfully with oral terbinafine therapy for 12 weeks. In this report, we also review the epidemiology, clinical and therapeutic facets of cutaneous C. cassiicola infection.